Rev. Thomas E. Pierce
December 28, 1943 - May 12, 2019

Rev. Thomas Eugene Pierce, age 75, went to be with his Lord Sunday, May 12, 2019. He
was preceded in death by his parents and one brother. He will be remembered by his wife
Karen “Sue” Pierce; children Kerri (Cameron) Scott and Sheila (Don) Ellis; grandchildren
Tara, Andrea, Leah, Trent, Jonathan, Ashley, and Pearl; several nieces, nephews, and
many friends.
Rev. Pierce graduated from California State University and University of Michigan. As an
educator, Rev. Pierce was a speech and language pathologist employed by Grand Rapids
Public Schools for over 17 years. He was dedicated to working with children who were
physically and mentally impaired. He also taught children with autism in the district’s
special needs programs. In 1980, Rev. Pierce was called into the ministry and full-time
service for God. He studied and was ordained in the Assemblies of God through Berean
University. Rev. Pierce served as Associate Pastor of Education for 17 years at Grand
Rapids First Church in Wyoming, Michigan. He then answered the call to serve as
Education and Discipleship Pastor at Manassas Assembly of God in Manassas, Virginia
for three years. The Pierce family returned to Michigan in 2001, and Rev. Pierce retired in
2004. Since his retirement, Rev. Pierce has enjoyed traveling, spending time with his
grandchildren, and working on his computer.
Visitation with relatives and friends will be held from 6 - 8 p.m. Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at
Cook Memorial Chapel (East building), 4235 Prairie St. SW, Grandville, MI 49418. A
Memorial Service Celebration of Life will be held at 11 a.m. Wednesday, May 22, 2019
with visitation one hour prior at Grand Rapids First Church, 2100 44th Street SW,
Wyoming, MI 49519. Interment is at Georgetown Cemetery. In honor of Rev. Pierce and in
lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the Missions Fund of Grand Rapids First
Church. The family welcomes memories and messages in their guest book online at
www.cookcares.com.

Events
MAY
21

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Cook Memorial Chapel (East building)
4235 Prairie Street SW, Grandville, MI, US, 49418

MAY
22

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Grand Rapids First
2100 44th Street SW, Wyoming, MI, US, 49509

MAY
22

Celebration of Life Memorial Service11:00AM
Grand Rapids First
2100 44th Street SW, Wyoming, MI, US, 49509

Comments

“

I am almost embarrassed to say that the first thing to pop in my mind when I think of
Pastor Pierce is his alter-ego "Tidal Wave Tom", who was known for his baptismal
style of immersing the baptize-ee (I'm making up words now) while simultaneously
sprinkling the choir.
I also have a memory of the four Pierces coming to visit us when we were living on
an Indian reservation outside Phoenix in 1984. My dad was working as a social
worker/ counselor for juvenile delinquent Native American teens. I believe Pastor
Pierce was on a recon mission of getting ideas for the new sanctuary. I am pretty
sure they were stunned at our new living conditions. It was an adventure.
But mostly when I think of Pastor Pierce, it is his kind and gentle nature that stands
out above all else, how he and Mrs. Pierce were nice enough to invite me in their
home and hang out with Kerri once in a while, how he always had a sweet smile or
nod for me at church, whether in good times or bad, and even in his post-stroke
days.
Pastor Pierce was one of the good ones, one of the few who, as far as I could tell,
only affected good into this world. Those are rare indeed.

Jodi Block - May 21 at 09:07 PM

“

Sue, Sheila and Kerri, I want to extended to you my love and sympathy for the
passing of Pastor Tom. I always remember him as such a sincere , understanding
and compassionate person when working under him in the children’s department
years ago. Wonderful memories, Sue, of morning coffee and chats with you when we
were neighbors! And of course Sheila, our first babysitter for our first child! Forever
thankful for Pastor Tom Pierce and his wonderful family! Will continue to pray for you.

Mary Palumbo - May 20 at 02:23 PM

“

An external video has been added.

Cook Funeral & Cremation Services - May 20 at 01:27 PM

“

25 files added to the album Memories Album

Cook Funeral & Cremation Services - May 20 at 12:47 PM

“

“

You will be Dearly Missed

God bless from the Olive Garden Crew!!

Robin Reed - May 21 at 05:02 PM

As Heaven gained another great man our loss here is felt in a big way. So thankful
that it is not goodbye, but see you when we get there and it will be for eternity.
Praying that God will wrap His arms around you and hold all of you tight during this
time. Tom was a true man of God and will be missed by many.

Joyce & Don Zudweg - May 18 at 09:08 AM

“

Tom Pierce was a great friend and mentor in the ministry to me for almost 25 years.
He was a good listener and advisor who helped me navigate the both the heartaches
and joys of being an associate pastor in a large church. He always told it like it was
and didn't mince his words, which I appreciated about him. He was also a kind man
with a great sense of humor. There was nobody better at playing the straight man for
a humorous puppet skit! I will always remember Tom with much fondness and love. Ken Gothman

Ken Gothman - May 17 at 08:42 AM

“

Pastor Tom Piece served our Lord at Grand Rapids First Assembly of God in the
office right next to mine. I could not count how many times I stepped out of my office
and into his. We talked. We joked. We laughed. And we talked some more. Pastor
Tom Pierce was a guy I could laugh with and a man with whom I could be "real" with.
I really liked Tom. No. I loved him like a brother. Someday I (and we) are going to see
him again. He won't be weak. He will be strong! His mind, his spirit, and his glorified
body will be better and newer and stronger and ever before. I look forward to seeing
him again. Until then Tom, if God allows you to hear our words, feel our hearts, and
read our notes, just know this - we love you, Tom, and we smile when we think of
you. -Scott Visser

Scott Visser - May 17 at 12:19 AM

“

Sending love, sympathy and prayers. So sorry to hear of Pastor Toms passing. He
was a wonderful man of integrity and compassion. Sue I regret to say Rick and I will
be out of state at the time of the visitation and funeral. Hugs to you Sue!

Pam Stonehouse - May 16 at 06:54 AM

“

Dear Sue, Sheila, Kerri, and family,
We will always remember Pastor Tom. Such a wonderful and Godly man! So thankful
for his influence upon our children when they were young! Also for Sheila's influence
on them when she babysat! Bethany just graduated with her Masters degree as a
Nurse Practitioner last weekend and her husband from Dallas Theological Seminary.
I know Pastor's heart for Missions and have to share that Bethany and her husband
feel God calling them to the mission field in Ecuador! Heaven only knows the impact
that Pastor Tom's life had on so very many!
Sending our love and prayers!
Love,
Lorna and Randy Lindstrom

Lorna Lindstrom - May 16 at 02:11 AM

“

I am sorry to hear of Pastor Tom's passing. When I came into children's ministries in
1984 he was there to bring me along as a mentor. Tom was a peaceful man of
encouraging words and his own low-key sense of humor. I regularly think of him
when I think about the inspiration of the Holy Spirit; Tom was very spiritual and
completely genuine.

Brian Rabourn - May 15 at 10:56 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Pastor Tom's passing on to glory. He was a wonderful man of God. We
will be praying for you during this time.
Edward Loef - May 16 at 09:00 AM

“

I will never forget pastor Tom, his counseling me on children discipline made all the
difference in the world to me and my family, I sure miss him
Thomas Degier - May 16 at 02:58 PM

“

Dear Sue and family,
Our prayers and Love surround you especially at this time during Pastor Tom’s passing on
to glory. He so blessed my life being Jesus in the flesh. His deposit into our lives is eternal!
We are still in FL for the season but know that are hearts are with you. Oh to be finally
home...what a complete hope we have in Jesus! Love, Dawn

Dawn Sterken - May 16 at 11:28 PM

“

Sue and family: lots of great memories of when tom and were office neighbors at first
a/g. He was always good for a laugh.
Really a good guy. My prayers are with you. Love, linda cook

Linda cook - May 15 at 07:32 PM

“

So sorry Kerri....your dad always had a smile for us girls, and a stern look to put the
fear of God into any boys looking at the girls! I know it’s a sad, bittersweet and joyous
time all at once. Praying for your family for comfort and peace.

Mary Riley - May 15 at 12:44 AM

“

I’m so sorry to hear of Tom’s passing. He was a great help to me when my oldest
was having issues regarding her bio Dad.
But my favorite memory is when Tom would baptize in the old Lighthouse Auditorium.
“Titdal Wave Tom”reigned supreme, to the point that some in the orchestra would
cover their stringed instruments with a towel when Tom entered “the tank”.
Love and prayers to you Sue and your girls.

Merrybeth Burkman - May 14 at 11:43 PM

“

Sue and family, So sorry to hear of your loss, but heaven's gain. You will remain in
my prayers. He was a great pastor and teacher. May God Bless you and the children
and comfort you. Love in Christ our Lord. Joyce Corbin

Joyce Corbin - May 14 at 10:16 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Pastor Tom’s passing. He and Sue were so special to us
when they were here in Manassas. So caring and loving to us when we lost our little
girl. Praying for you all. Much Love Jeff, Crystal, Rachel and Ethan Beachy

Crystal Beachy - May 14 at 08:05 PM

“

Sorry to hear of Tom’s passing. We pray you find comfort in memories and knowing
he is safely home. Sanford and Shirley Yoder.

Sanford & Shirley Yoder - May 14 at 07:44 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Rev. Thomas E. Pierce.

May 14 at 05:05 PM

“

I will never forget Pastor Pierce preaching a sermon about leaving all behind if God is
calling you to missions. This was at least 35 years ago. Although First Assembly was
very large at the time, just a handful of us answered the altar call. Jim and I gave our
lives right then and there. At the age of 40, God opened up China, Bangladesh,
Thailand, Vietnam, and just recently South Korea. I will never forget him and his
impact on our lives!!!!!! Sue.....We are praying for you and your family! We love you
all so very much and know Pastor has heard “Well done good and faithful servant.”

Kam Dykstra - May 14 at 04:26 PM

“

Hugs and Prayers to you, Sue and your Family.
So sorry for your loss
Mary Martinovich
Mary Martinovich - May 15 at 09:28 AM

“

We were so sorry to hear of Tom's passing. We spend our lives working to help people get
to heaven and then we are sad when they go. Maxine spent many good years working with
him. We will miss his Facebook posts. We will be praying for Sue and the family.
Ray and Maxine Simmons - May 15 at 01:12 PM

