Stephanie Lynne Kerkstra
December 25, 1987 - May 10, 2019

Stephanie Lynne Kerkstra, age 31, born Christmas Day, 1987, passed into the arms of our
Savior after suffering a final, debilitating stroke.
Without speaking a word, she showed us that a life filled with love was all that mattered.
She demonstrated her love for us in so many ways…that sweet smile, following us with
her eyes, and always laughing at all the nutty things we would do to keep her happy. She
adored us and we adored her right back! She was a fighter, and even through her pain,
put on a brave face, knowing that we always had her best interests at heart. She was an
awesome girl through and through.
Stephie was preceded in death by her grandparents William and Virginia Stephan, Okke
and Ida Kerkstra, and her uncle, John Kerkstra.
She is survived by her parents Ed and Susan Kerkstra; her brother, David (Ashley); and
her nephews Leland, Paxton, and Graeme Kerkstra. She was also lucky enough to meet
her brother Vince Umlor (Amy) and his children Tyler, Dominic, and Shelby before she
passed. She is also survived by her loving aunts and uncles, Ed and Hennie Kaleefey,
Gary and Clara VanderLaan, Mike and Ida Boyd, James Stephan, and Dan and Terry
Stephan; and all her cousins. Also left to mourn her loss, are her nurses Becky Kenney,
Shelly Orrell, Brenda V., recently retired Marcia Flikkema, and all the nurses who came
before them.
The Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11 am Tuesday, May 14, 2019 at St. Pius X
Catholic Church, 3937 Wilson Ave. SW, Grandville, with Fr. Chris Rouech celebrant. The
family will receive relatives and friends from 5-8 pm Monday at Cook Funeral Home (West
building), 4235 Prairie St. SW, Grandville, and Tuesday one hour prior to Mass at church.
The family welcomes memories and messages in their online guest book at
www.cookcares.com.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Ronald McDonald House of Western
Michigan.

Events
MAY
13

Visitation

05:00PM - 08:00PM

Cook - Grandville (West building)
4235 Prairie St., S.W., Grandville, MI, US, 49418

MAY
14

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

St. Pius X Catholic Church
3937 Wilson Ave., SW, Grandville, MI, US, 49418

MAY
14

Mass of Christian Burial

11:00AM

St. Pius X Catholic Church
3937 Wilson Ave., SW, Grandville, MI, US, 49418

Comments

“

Ed, Sue, David & family,
How blessed your family has been to have shared so many years together with
Stephanie and how blessed she was to be loved so much by all of you. I remember
her many trips to SJV while David was in school there. Keep her memories close to
your heart.
My condolences.
Kathy Schramski

Kathy Schramski - May 17 at 10:16 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Stephanie Lynne Kerkstra.

May 13 at 08:48 PM

“

My sympathy in the passing of Stephanie. She always had a smile and it was a joy to
be able to care for her and spend time with her. My prayers are with the family.
Bernice Noorman

BERNICE M NOORMAN - May 13 at 04:59 PM

“

Ed, Sue, and Family,
I was so lucky to be Stephanie's teacher for several years at Lincoln Developmental
Center. She brought me so much joy and I am sure I learned as much, if not more,
from her as she did from me. I have thought about her (and her family as well) with
so much fondness over the years. I will be keeping you close in my thoughts and
prayers.
Lisa Merritt

Lisa Fenton Merritt - May 13 at 11:29 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Stephanie Lynne Kerkstra.

May 13 at 12:33 AM

“

Ed, Sue and family.
We were saddened to read of Stephanie's passing but encouraged by the promises
of our Lord. Through the years you have been wonderful parents to this Special
Child.
May you find comfort and peace in knowing that she now can see and be with her
Jesus. Keeping you in our thoughts and prayers in these coming days.
With Christian Sympathy,
Bob & Ellen W.

Bob & Ellen Walters - May 12 at 06:03 PM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Stephanie Lynne Kerkstra.

May 11 at 10:45 PM

“

We will always remember Stephie as the smiley girl next door! I loved playing with
her foam pieces with her, and wow could she sail them across a room! We are truly
fortunate to have watched my own girls get to know Stephie, sit and play by her and
enjoy her company. Stephie, you will be missed immensely! Love, The Palmers

Heather Palmer - May 11 at 10:35 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Rebecca Kenney - May 11 at 06:46 PM

“

I took care of Stephie for five years, but in many ways, she took care of me too. That
girl had so much strength and joy for life that was just infectious! Stephie had a smile
that would just give you such a charge that you would do anything short of standing
on your head to get another one! You could never outdo her in giving, because she
always gave back twenty times more! She could be a little prankster too, I remember
one time that Mike Rose was painting her closet and she sailed a foam block past his
head. He turned around and she was laughing at him! Stephie and her wonderful
family will forever be in my heart! Thanks for the privilege in caring for such a
precious and beautiful treasure! Love and prayers, Becky Kenney

Rebecca Kenney - May 11 at 06:31 PM

“

Sending you prayers and so much love.

Jody Shipe - May 11 at 04:49 PM

