Col. Robert "Bob" Karl Selke
May 11, 1944 - September 27, 2019

COL Robert Karl “Bob” Selke, US Air Force (Ret.), took his final flight on Friday,
September 27, 2019, from his daughter’s house in Zeeland, Michigan surrounded by his
three children and youngest granddaughter. On September 19, he wrote “There is no
doubt that I am losing the cancer war, but everyday is a good day as I am flooded with
loving-kindness from family, extended family, neighbors, and friends. My little slice of
heaven is still with me as I continue to hold hands with Jesus on my walk through life.”
Bob, son of Edgar Edward Selke and Doris Edson Selke, was born May 11, 1944 in
Sheboygan, Wisconsin. In 1962, he received an academic scholarship to the University of
Wisconsin where he played college football as a freshman chemistry major. In 1963, with
a new fascination for engineering, Bob transferred to the United States Air Force Academy
where he finished as a distinguished graduate with a Bachelor of Science in Aeronautical
Engineering, Astronautical Engineering, and Engineering Science. After graduation and
commissioning, he earned a Master of Science in Astronautics from Purdue University.
Between 1969 and 1970, he served as a Forward Air Controller in Southeast Asia during
the Vietnam War where he flew 462 combat missions receiving commendations to include
the Distinguished Flying Cross.
Following the war, he married Terrel Sue “Tedi” Perkins on July 11, 1970 in Indianapolis,
Indiana. Over the next twenty years, Bob’s career highlights included B-52 pilot, squadron
commander, and a key strategic planner in the nation’s nuclear deterrence program. Bob’s
major military awards included the Defense Superior Service Medal, four Meritorious
Service Medals, 12 Air Medals, Air Force Commendation Medal, two Presidential Unit
Citations, a Joint Unit Citation, and six Air Force Unit Citations. He retired on July 1, 1990
to Sault Sainte Marie, Michigan.
After retirement, he focused on family, community activities, hunting, and fishing. He was
active in the Sault Area Schools (teaching, coaching, committee work) after receiving his
teaching certificate in math, chemistry, and physics from Michigan Technological
University. Bob served in local government as a Bruce Township Supervisor, an assessor,
Vice President of the Chippewa Country Chapter of Michigan Townships Association, and

as a member of the Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional Planning and Development
Commission. He was the first commander of the Eastern Upper Peninsula Civil Air Patrol
Squadron. Bob taught classes in National Defense Policy at Lake Superior State
University. He was most proud of his over twenty years of service in the Sault Rotary Club
where he received two Service Above Self awards to recognize his exemplary
humanitarian service. In 1998, he took a three-year break in local community service to
take a position as a Standardization Specialist, Flight Technical Operations, for US
Airways in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Bob’s legacy of personal integrity, service above self, and dedication to mission is
legendary. Whether as a bible study leader, father, or warrior, Bob exuded an unrivaled
combination of intelligence, strength, and passion. He was a role-model for so many,
instilling character and conviction for God, family, and country.
He is survived by two brothers: Mike (Patti) Selke and George (Cheri) Selke, two sisters:
Jo (Don) Hannon and Kris (Jon) Lucas, three children: Lisa (Shane) Strutz, Kate (Ryan)
Harmon, and Karl (Amy) Selke, and his nine grandchildren (Amber, Emma, Madeline,
Kayden, Jason, Ian, Daniel, Ronnie, and Robbie). Bob was preceded in death by his wife,
brother Richard (Judy) Selke, parents, and an unborn infant child.
A visitation with family and honor salute will be held from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Friday,
October 18, 2019, at Donaldson Church, 13036 S M-129, Sault Sainte Marie, MI 49783. A
funeral service will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, October 19, 2019, at Faith Lutheran
Church, 1600 Park St. Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783. A luncheon will directly follow the
service. A Burial Service will be held at a future date at the Air Force Academy in
Colorado Springs, Colorado.
In lieu of flowers, Bob wished for memorial contributions to be made payable to the Rotary
Club of Sault Sainte Marie, PO Box 138, Sault Sainte Marie, MI 49783, earmarked for
Rotary Park improvements.

Events
OCT
18

Visitation

04:00PM - 06:00PM

Donaldson Church
13036 S M-129, Sault Sainte Marie, MI, US, 49783

OCT
19

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Faith Lutheran Church
1600 Park Street, Sault Ste. Marie, MI, US, 49783

Comments

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Michael Selke - October 17 at 11:20 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Col. Robert "Bob" Karl Selke.

October 16 at 09:04 AM

“

Paul and Barbara Hamilton purchased the Tender Tribute for the family of Col.
Robert "Bob" Karl Selke.

Paul and Barbara Hamilton - October 15 at 03:19 PM

“

"Well done good and faithful servant". Thank you Bob for ALL that you did for
so many throughout your life. Speaking for the Donaldson Presbyterian Church,
and myself you were always a faithful and willing servant as God had intended.
Sympathy to the Selke family with prayers for Peace and Comfort in the days ahead.
I'll Fly Away, O glory........ Joyce Henderson

Joyce Henderson - October 04 at 10:16 AM

“

My deepest condolences to the Selke Family for your loss. May Bob's memories fill
your heart with love for eternity.
With sympathy,
Paul Branum

Paul Branum - October 04 at 09:30 AM

“

A SISTER’S THOUGHTS ON HER BROTHER
BOB was an amazing big brother. The kind of big brother a child dreams of having.
One of the cornerstones of my foundation.
My protector
My security
My mentor
Bob, along with my mom and grandparents, is the reason I am who I am today! It
isn’t that we had long conversations growing up but I absorbed his ideals, his
standards, his belief in himself. I observed and emulated and created my own
standards.
He exhibited from an early age the ability to read situations and provide support and
solutions. That was a very valuable lesson .....observe, plan action and “get er done”!
Simple right.? It is a formula that I still use today. WHICH is why they may have
called Bob on occasion, GENERAL, and why I still get called on occasion Sargent
Major.
Whether the ability to turn complex into simple was innate or learned from Bob, it
became automatic for me, a much needed skill in my daily life.
My big brother gave me, a learning disabled terrified kid, the skills to survive and
achieve through love, understanding and patience.
I have thanked him on numerous occasions for being there for me!
Now I thank him once again for providing the roadmap for dying with dignity and
integrity.
Thanks, big brother for the caring and the nurturing!
I will for ever be grateful for the gifts you have given me!

Jo Hannon - October 04 at 08:50 AM

“

This is a heartfelt tribute and confirms what we thought of Bob! Thank you for sharing more
about him!
Connie Clark - October 09 at 08:33 AM

“

Don’t know how many times I asked him to run for President of the United States...he
always turned me down!

Susan Bortz - October 03 at 06:12 PM

