RoAnn Joan Lau
August 11, 1941 - January 3, 2019

RoAnn Joan Lau of Byron Center, Michigan, formerly of Palmyra, Pennsylvania, passed
away Thursday, January 3, 2019.
RoAnn was preceded in death by her parents Robert Lincoln Eby II and Lillian Doris
(Boltz).
Surviving are her brother, Robert John Eby and his wife, Anita; her son, Steven Eric Lau,
daughter, Constance Jane and husband Daniel Pletcher; grandchildren Abigail Pletcher,
Nathan Pletcher, and Elijah Pletcher.
RoAnn was involved in performing music for others since the early age of four. She carried
this talent through college where she earned a music degree from Westchester University
in Pennsylvania. She shared her love of music with others for nearly 50 years, both in the
classroom and in the theater. She attended Heritage Christian Reformed Church. Her
favorite Bible passage was Psalm 46.
There will be a service to honor RoAnn at 11 AM Monday, January 14, 2019 with visitation
one hour prior to service from 10AM - 11AM at Heritage CRC, 3089 84th Street, SW,
Byron Center.
In place of flowers, donations can be made to Homeschool Performing Arts at
https://sites.google.com/hpami.org/home
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Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Heritage Christian Reformed Church
3089 84th Street, Byron Center, MI, US, 49315

JAN
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Funeral Service

11:00AM

Heritage Christian Reformed Church
3089 84th Street, Byron Center, MI, US, 49315

Comments

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of RoAnn Joan Lau.

January 12 at 01:17 PM

“

I have so many fond memories of Ro! She would always greet me with a big smile
and a huge hug every time I saw her. I typically saw her at a music or musical event
for one of her grandchild and she would always mention how proud she was of each
of them! Going out to dinner with her on a Saturday between HPA shows in
Kalamazoo brought a lot of laughter and was an unexpected blessing that day. My
favorite memories of Ro are from pit orchestras for "Peter Pan" and "Music Man." In
no particular order, here are some of my favorite memories from the pit. In Music
Man, Ethan's quartet hat fell off into the pit during bows one show. Ro quickly picked
it up, put it on with a huge smile, and kept conducting. After one of the shows of
"Music Man" the quartet came down into the pit so that Ro could have a picture with
"her boys" as she called them. This happened after they had serenaded her during
redress rehearsal which put a huge smile on her face when she realized they were
singing to her. Ro wrote out individual cards to each member of the pit orchestra
thanking us and encouraging us. I still have both of mine! We had silly moments
before the last show of "Peter Pan" when she let us sing during our rests for a couple
of the songs we played for warm-up. Her laughter rang above the singing and it
helped us all relax after a long day and feel ready to tackle the last show. "Music
Man" brought the Library Scene and Ro knew exactly who she wanted to play that
part. (Not everyone who had it in their music.) And lastly, when the pit orchestra
played when the band on stage is supposed to play at the end of "Music Man" she
was not pleased with how it sounded the first time we went through it. It sounded "too
good" so she came back the next day with rewritten parts filled with more dissonance
so that we would sound worse. (Or better however you want to look at it.) She was
such a blessing to me and she will be greatly missed. I am thankful for her and the
time she would take to notice, teach, and give hugs. <3

Kate R - January 07 at 01:01 AM

“

Our condolences to CJ, Steve, Bob and the rest of the family. My heart is breaking.
There are SO many memories of making music and wonderful times together. I can’t
begin to pick and choose what to share other than Ro was a huge reason that I
became a music teacher and continue to work with musical theater. Praying all of you
remember all the love and good times.

Sharon Boyer - January 06 at 10:50 PM

“

Steve and CJ, Hanging out at your house when we were young are cherished
memories of mine, especially the Lausie Productions. Your mom always made every
kid feel right at home. I can't go past your old home without thinking of all of you.
Please know that you are in my thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.

Betsy Allmon Dorsey - January 05 at 03:33 PM

“

I remember her from my Donegal High School musical and concert choir days. She
fostered in me a love for music, especially musicals and choir. I remember fondly her
young son Steve as the young lad in the final scene of Camelot. God rest the soul of
Mrs. Lau, bring her into his everlasting kingdom, and grant peace to her family.
Steven L Shope, Donegal HS Class of 1976

Steven L Shope - January 05 at 01:41 PM

“

Remember her so fondly she contributed much to the Hershey free music she’s
performing with the angels God be with her family

judth Dinello - January 05 at 05:46 AM

“

I remember the final dress rehearsal for Peter Pan back in 2014 in GR. It had gone
pretty badly, and going into opening night was pretty terrifying for all of us. But
somehow we pulled it off, thanks in no small part to Ro's hard work to get us going.
We will miss her very greatly, but we are also extremely grateful to God for blessing

us with that wonderful lady. God's blessing be to all of you.
Anna Peerbolt - January 04 at 10:18 PM

