John Voorhees
December 14, 1929 - May 2, 2020

John “Bud” Voorhees, age 90, passed away from his battle with cancer into the arms of
Jesus on Saturday, May 2, 2020.
He was born in Grand Rapids and as a young man he worked long hours for his father
and mother, and later as owner with his younger brother Harold, in the family Serv-USweets business in Grandville. They had distribution routes selling cookies and pastries to
Meijers, Eberhards, D&W’s, and many mom and pop stores throughout Michigan. He also
served his country in the Michigan National Guard. During his working years, he enjoyed
bowling, camping, and fishing trips to Wawa, Canada with family and friends. At age 52,
he retired and moved with his wife Betty to Big Pine Key, FL. There he purchased a
commercial fishing license and spent the next 35 years with many family and friends
enjoying yellow tale fishing and was able to sell large amounts of his catch. Three years
ago he moved back to Grandville and in July moved into Grand Village Assisted Living.
Bud will always be remembered for his helping hand to everyone. He had a great sense of
humor, often saying, “it is what it is,” or “a hundred years from now we won’t care.” His
phone calls would always end with, “love you, God bless.”
He will be greatly missed by his son, John Jr.; grandchildren Brandi (Frank) VoorheesKleinsorgen and Brenda Voorhees; great-grandchildren Keiara, Hailey, and Joseph;
siblings Jean Goeman-Ochsankehl, Reatha (Duke) Warsen, and Harold (Joanne)
Voorhees; and many nieces, nephews, and friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents John and Helena Voorhees; his wife of 40 years,
Betty; daughter, Carol Voorhees; close friend and partner of 19 years, Jean Bolenger;
sister, Helen Dykstra; brothers-in-law Arno Dykstra and Marv Goeman.
Our families wish to express sincere appreciation to the caring staff of Grand Village
Assisted Living and Kindred Hospice who have provided such loving care. Family and
friends will have a celebration of Bud’s life at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, you may wish to consider a gift to Kindred Hospice, 625 Kenmoor Ave
SE, Suite 115, Grand Rapids, MI 49546 or the American Cancer Society, 129 Jefferson
Ave SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.
The family welcomes memories and messages in their guest book online at
www.cookcares.com.

Comments

“

We are so sorry for your loss, yet rejoice with you that John can see his Savior's
face! We are so thankful he is at home in heaven, with that great cloud of witnesses
that have gone on before us. Praying comfort and grace to you, dear Harold and
Joanne, with all your family at this tender time. Sincerely, Jack & Marlene Rudolph,
formerly of Rez Life.

Marlene Rudolph - May 08 at 05:24 PM

“

Our Thoughts and Prayers are with the Voorhees family at this time. We have known
"Uncle Bud" (as we called him) since we were toddlers. He and Betty were our folks
best friends growing up on 41st. St. in Wyoming as neighbors. I can remember
running up to his truck when he pulled in his driveway in the evening, and he would
always pass out crème curls to us kids. He and our Dad always had some project
going, and our families enjoyed many camping trips together. He was a Great Guy,
always upbeat and smiling, and he would always play ball out in the street with us
kids. It's great that he was able to spend so many retirement years in sunny Florida
hauling in all those fish!
Our Deepest Sympathy,
The Roon Family
Robert K.Roon

Robert Roon - May 06 at 09:14 PM

“

So very sad to hear this news. Sending prayers to the entire family. He was such a
nice man. I’ve always said he was like a grandpa to me. My very first trip to the Keys
was with my mom and dad to visit Bud. Every time I go to the Keys, I think of him.
Thanks for the memories in my favorite place to visit. Love you Bud

Shelley Bussler Lucas - May 04 at 08:16 PM

“

To the family of Bud, you have our deepest sympathy. Bud was such a wonderful
friend. I don’t know of anyone who didn’t love this guy. Rest In Peace my friend.
Love,
Tom and Sonja Busha

Sonja Busha - May 04 at 07:24 PM

“

“

So very true. We all loved him
Shelley - May 04 at 08:18 PM

Met Bud in 1995 when I bought the house two doors from him. We became instant
friends. Over the years we did a lot of fishing, shared a lot of stories, and had a drink
or two, or three. You get the idea! You could tell when he was around from his
constant whistling, a habit he said he started when driving the delivery truck to keep
himself awake. He was a great neighbor, and an even better friend.
Dave Thomas

DAVID THOMAS - May 04 at 01:42 PM

