John "Cliff" Johnson
October 10, 1941 - January 17, 2019

On Thursday, January 17, 2019, John Clifford Johnson slipped peacefully into the arms of
his loving Savior Jesus Christ.
John (known as Cliff by his family) was born on October 10, 1941 in Staten Island, New
York. He was the oldest of four children born to John Clifford Johnson and Grace Florence
Odegaard Johnson. He and his family moved to Monona, Wisconsin in 1953 and he
graduated from Monona Grove High School in 1959. He went to the University of
Wisconsin - Platteville and the Wisconsin School of Electronics and studied Electrical
Engineering. He met his future wife Maxine L Johnson at church when they were 12 and
they married on August 24, 1963. He served in the United States Army during the Vietnam
War and fought for our country from June 1967-August 1968 where he earned (among
other awards) the Bronze Star. Once back in the states, he continued his career as an
electrical engineer and in sales/marketing with Westinghouse, Elastimold, and finally at
Thomas and Betts where he retired in 2008. He had a bit of a reputation for his practical
jokes and loved to make people laugh. He enjoyed photography, electronics, fishing,
boating, the Green Bay Packers and southern gospel music and was quite often found
tinkering with his power tools on home projects while singing his favorite songs. He and
his wife Maxine raised three children, Lori Johnson, Candice (Charles) Brewster, and J
Clifford (Angela) Johnson.
He is survived by his sisters Lynne (Paul) Jacobsen, Cheryl Ibach and Karen King; his
children Lori Johnson, Candice (Charles) Brewster and J Clifford (Angela) Johnson; his 10
grandchildren C. Hudson Brewster, Kyler Brewster, Colton Brewster, Caiden Brewster,
Kari Brewster, Kalyn Brewster, Kael Brewster, Lily Johnson, London Johnson and Harleigh
Johnson; and many nephews, nieces and cousins.
Preceding him in death were his parents John Clifford and Grace (Odegaard)Johnson, his
wife, Maxine L Johnson, and his brother-in-law, Les Ibach.
A celebration of life service will take place at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, January 26, 2019 at

Cook Memorial Chapel (East building), 4235 Prairie Street SW, Grandville, MI 49418. The
family will receive visitors at 4:30 p.m. prior to the service.
Memorial contributions may be made to Faith Hospice at Trillium Woods or the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Fund.
The family welcomes memories and messages in their online guest book at
www.cookcares.com.

Events
JAN
26

Visitation

04:30PM - 05:30PM

Cook Memorial Chapel (East building)
4235 Prairie Street SW, Grandville, MI, US, 49418

JAN
26

Celebration of Life

05:30PM

Cook Memorial Chapel (East building)
4235 Prairie Street SW, Grandville, MI, US, 49418

Comments

“

Birmingham Staff purchased the Written in the Stars for the family of John "Cliff"
Johnson.

Birmingham Staff - January 24 at 09:59 AM

“

Johnson Tuesday Small Group - Kid Free purchased the Large Basket Garden for
the family of John "Cliff" Johnson.

Johnson Tuesday Small Group - Kid Free - January 23 at 07:21 PM

“

An external video has been added.

Cook Funeral & Cremation Services - January 23 at 04:45 PM

“

Such a wonderful window into his life and legacy with pictures!
Philena G Holdridge - January 24 at 11:14 AM

“

43 files added to the album Memories Album

Cook Funeral & Cremation Services - January 23 at 03:45 PM

“

I am a classmate from the MG Class of '59. I had some classes with Cliff and always
remember him as a very nice and respectful young man. So sad to hear of his
passing. I know he loved his family and they will miss him. May the good memories
you have help you thru the sad times. It's a small world, for sure, as I knew your
Mother a few years before high school when in grade school on the East Side. Yet
another coincidence is that my husband graduated with your Mother from Central
High School. I remember her as such a nice person and never forgot her. You were
so lucky to have two very special people for your parents.
Our deepest and sincere sympathy to the Johnson family.
Deanna (Mahoney) & Dennis Gervasi

Deanna Gervasi - January 22 at 04:43 PM

“

Cliff, Lori and I definitely agree with you about our great parents! They were very special
people! Thanks for sharing your memories. We love reading this!
Candi Brewster - January 25 at 04:10 PM

“

Hi and my thoughts are with the family. Cliff & I were friends in the early 60's. His
parents had a store on Monona Drive accross from the Monona Golf course. I am
sure he told you of us going deer hunting up in northern wis. On the way up, the
music was interupted for an announcement that Pres. John F. Kennady had been
shot. No one talked for several minutes. We didnt get a deer that year and I believe it
was his last year deer hunting.
Other friends were Ken Klitzman, John Rosten and Jack (John) Fadness.
I am sure I will see you again old friend.
Al Martin

Alfred Martin - January 22 at 08:04 AM

“

Thanks for sharing Al. It’s great to hear from you!
Candi Brewster - January 25 at 04:08 PM

“

Lori, Candi and Cliff, what a blessing to meet your folks at a bridal shower before Cliff
and Angela were married! It was a surprise and what a great time we had together!
Lots of laughs and a few tears too. It is obvious, you all have your Dad’s smile. Cliff
and Angela’s wedding brought great joy to their faces. You have been faithful and
being at your father’s side during these final days. May your memories bring comfort
to you as your Dad enjoys his home in heaven that awaited him.
In Christian love,
Chuck and Philena

Charles - January 21 at 09:18 PM

“

“

Thank you Chuck and Philena! We love you!
Candi Brewster - January 25 at 04:08 PM

Lori, Candi and Cliff, I am thankful for the memories of our years together in the
Evangelical Free Church in Blairstown. Of our families growing up together. And the
wonderful Christian example set by your parents. Sending much love to you.

Rebecca Rowe - January 21 at 08:53 PM

“

We had some good times together! Thanks for your thoughts and love. Candi
Candi Brewster - January 25 at 04:07 PM

