Jack Huizenga
October 5, 1931 - April 4, 2019

Jack Huizenga, age 87, went to be with his Lord on Thursday, April 4, 2019.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Faith Huizenga; daughter, Janene Hoek; parents
Joseph and Virginia Huizenga; and son-in-law, Richard Leemis.
He will be remembered by his children Rochelle Swanson and Charise Leemis;
grandchildren Lyndsey (Brett), Brice (Stephanie Hawley), Sean (Rochelle), Joy Suh, Eric
(Caroline), Kent (Dreama) and Amanda; great-grandchildren Easton Jack, Lyra, Preston,
Evelyn and Mia; and many friends.
Jack was truly a servant of God.
Visitation with relatives and friends will be held from 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 p.m. on Monday, April
8, 2019 at Cook Funeral Home (West building), 4235 Prairie, S.W., Grandville, MI 49418.
A Memorial service will be held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, April 9, 2019 at Calvary Church, 707
East Beltline, N.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan. Pastor Tom Olsson will be officiating.
Interment is at Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens.
In honor of Jack and in lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to Love Runs
(http://www.crowdrise.com/loveruns2019).
The family welcomes memories and messages in their guest book online at
www.cookcares.com.
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Comments

“

Jack’s passing leaves a massive hole in my world. He was my uncle and so much
more. After my own father died, he became the father figure in my life. He was, and
remains, a model for how to be a Christian man. His strength expressed itself an
aura of calm that surrounded him, even in times of trouble. He had a great sense of
humor and always wore a wonderful welcoming smile. You couldn’t help but feel
better and more positive when you were around him. I picture the angels singing and
welcoming him to Heaven.

Dave Christopher - April 20 at 01:19 PM

“

We have many happy memories of the times our families were together.
Jack was always a pleasant and spirited person and we enjoyed his
company. He will be missed. Arthur and Ivah Leemis

Arthur Leemis - April 09 at 02:58 PM

“

I remember the first time I met Jack. I was a newly wed, and was working for the
Zondervan Corporation, as their receptionist on Lake Dr. Jack was a salesman, and
in the door he came. We struck up a conversation and it was like talking with an old
friend. So kind and so humble. I liked him right away. My husband had the privilege
of working with him on the Calvary Elder board, and felt the same way. We will both
truly miss seeing Jack here on this earth, but look forward to greeting him again
when we get to heaven.

Roxanne Challa - April 09 at 03:51 AM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Jack Huizenga.

April 08 at 08:20 PM

“

The first time I met Grandpa Jack was at his grandson Easton's 5th birthday party.
Our family was just getting to know the Schneiders, so of course we were meeting a
lot of new faces and names to learn! What I remember so vividly from that day is the
time I spent talking with Grandpa Jack. He walked up to my husband and I with a
warm and welcoming smile on his face, asking who we were and how we knew his
family...and then the conversation just flowed effortlessly and naturally for a solid half
hour! I remember feeling like we weren't strangers at all - he just had this energy
about that made me feel as though we were old friends picking up wherever we'd last
left off. He asked us questions and was truly engaged in listening to our answers,
and he was so open to talking about himself. And I remember how clearly proud he
was of his beautiful family - it was just so easy to see how deeply he valued his loved
ones and his ability to participate in their lives, to show them how much he cared.
Later, Easton and our son Connor played soccer together, and I always looked
forward to seeing Grandpa Jack at the games. He was always smiling, always warm,
always happy to be there, always obviously filled with love and pride for his family. I
looked forward to giving that man a hug and exchanging a few words as we watched
the kids run up and down the soccer field. Although he was not my family, I know that
I, too, will notice his absence when I have the good fortune to spend time with the
Schneider family as we watch our children grow up together.
I am so thankful to have had the opportunity to spend time with Grandpa Jack. I have
to believe that my experience of him could be generalized to anyone he came in
contact - he was clearly a kind and loving soul. The world is forever changed in
beautiful and meaningful ways by people like him - we are so fortunate for the time
we had with him, however much that might have been. I know how important he was
to his family, and with all of my heart, my love, hugs, and prayers go out to you as
you navigate the days ahead.

Jen Libiran - April 08 at 02:44 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Jack Huizenga.

April 08 at 09:36 AM

“

Although I did not know Jack and Faith well (I ate lunch sometimes with her and
friends when my children were young, remember both of them with loving respect
through our acquaintance. Jack was a godly gentleman and servant in leadership at
Calvary Church. I am praying for the whole family in this time of transition and

sharing of memories, now facing the future without his physical presence, knowing
that he's no longer suffering, but with his Lord. May God be your comfort. Lorna
Dobson
Lorna Dobson - April 07 at 12:34 PM

“

Love, The Oriole Park Staff purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family
of Jack Huizenga.

Love, The Oriole Park Staff - April 07 at 12:32 PM

“

Jack was my friend! He also was a pool playing buddy at the Ridge (Holland Home).
But most of all he was my coffee making partner on Tuesday mornings for over 5
years every Donut Day from 8 to 10 a.m. During golf season Jack would get up early
and make the coffee so I could sleep in a little longer with the understanding I would
do the cleanup at 10 o'clock since he would be on the golf course. Was a good deal
for both. Super guy to be around and I will miss greatly! A sad Dan Myers will
continue to make coffee!

Dan Myers - April 07 at 11:24 AM

“

we are so very sorry. Jack will be missed greatly, he was a kind and faithful friend.
He was loved.

Sue and Blaine Russell - April 07 at 08:28 AM

“

An external video has been added.

Cook Funeral & Cremation Services - April 06 at 05:51 PM

“

20 files added to the album Memories Album

Cook Funeral & Cremation Services - April 06 at 04:51 PM

